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Seeking Ease
I intended that the letter E would appear in the completed grid followed once, 

and only once, by each of the 26 letters of the alphabet (ie one appearance each 
of EA, EB etc). But, as you have probably come to expect by now, something has 
gone wrong. It can be fixed by changing one letter to form a new word (thus also 
offering, perhaps, a suggestion of what I felt when I had finished filling the grid). 

What is the new word?
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Across

1 'Stuff I supply' 
essentially implies 
'what one can get hold 
of' (7)

5 Knocked back beer 
after belting out initial 
tenor and soprano parts 
of fugue (7)

9 Settled for immersion 
in English double 
cream (5)

10 Description of wet-
weather clothing for 
pair on rambles (9)

11 Like animal fat, but not 
as pale (4)

12 Stretch shorter mini 
skirts (4)

13 Deep Ecstasy found in 
old film container (5)

14 Article 'Johnson taking 
Britain out' written by 
European is conjecture 
(8)

16 I've found it tackles 
routes regularly 
rejected when put in 
reverse (6)

19 Quote from a dead 
Italian dictator (6)

20 Broadcast range for 
Radio 5 Live reflected 
American being among 
staff (8)

23 Manipulate judge to 
stop period of control 
ending prematurely (5)

25 Sally's outfit 
concealing hint of 
expansion (4)

26 Philanderer women 
beat endlessly from 
behind (4)

28 Best friend is against 
vigorous cuddling and 
cavorting (9)

29 A male picked up by 
random sex tests (5)

30 Catch vacuous 
employee holding 
unknown (daring) 
young man's equipment 
(7)

31 Prorogue parliament, 
primarily inspired by 
suspicious objective? 
(7)

Down

1 French crew charge for 
transporting cargo (7)

2 I looked after animals 
when sire sadly died 
(9)

3 Only one or two taking 
Latin passed quickly 
(4)

4 Announced start of 
Santa's gift distribution 
(8)

5 Swindle chap 
repeatedly wanting 
name brand (6)

6 Brought up South 
American country 
omitting ace for every 
match (9)

7 Unopened 
communication raised a 
recurring theme (5)

8 Cool orange drink for 
princess in Seville? (7)

15 Identify Queen running 
around with corgis? No 
question! (9)

17 Tape over bum hiding 
one's boil away (9)

18 Is involved in saving 

traditional English 
drinks, shunning 
electronic coffee 
makers (8)

19 A largely formal bed 
for fruit (7)

21 Relieved date said no 
to skipping starter (7)

22 Square hedge, with one 
very ordinary college 
out of sight within (6)

24 Japan much obliged to 
host United Nations 
Council (5)

27 Eleven at bingo like 
filling empty lines (4)


