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The wordplay in each of the across clues provides an extra letter, not needed for 
the answer.  In clue order, the extra letters spell a phrase (1,6,3,6) which is a 

clue to one of the down entries.
The down clues are normal.

What is the answer to the clue formed from the extra letters?
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Across
1 One secures troubled 

airline (6)
4 West Indian capital 

in London Borough 
(8)

9 Piece of cake, 
drinks, light meal, 
sandwiches: staff 
feast (6,3)

11 Grass on Polish 
diver (1-4)

12 Scoundrel discarding 
drug, make 
conviction (5)

13 Ruined barbeques, 
about fifty one in a 
row (9)

14 Hound head of the 
family to cut 
whiskers? (6,4)

15 Niche acting work 
for artist (4)

17 Chicken away from 
base, up to bay (4)

19 Placed it in out-tray 
like instruction (10)

22 Italian food? Bath 
city slum gets it for 
nothing (9)

23 Car dash from 
Holland, agent leads 
spies (5)

25 Go on stage in the 
interval (5)

26 Thinkers run to 
gatecrash party 
halfway through (9)

27 German state 
delighted unknown 
local woman (8)

28 Obscure friends 
regularly having a 
joint (6)

Down
1/2 Apparently not 

stopping, one drunk 
crashes during 
darkness (2,3,2,5)

3 Building transport to 
reveal positions (8)

5 Excuse me assuming 
that you're not a 
nurse (2,3,4,4)

6 Infested, like food? 
(6)

7 Tramp tucking into 
first bun (7)

8 Scandal denial, that's 
what finally brings 
politician round (9)

10 Underworld suspect 

claims working girl 
rid of habit (13)

14 Mexican wave? Why 
not? (3,2,4)

16 New format for FT, 
once it discarded 
coloured paper (8)

18 Building propped up 
with pole used as 
support (5,2)

20/24 Hard to follow 
American 
sophisticated calm 
and assured (2,5,2,3)

21 Limited beer after 
brief task involving 
singers (6)

24 See 20


