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Two Bad
I intended that each of the 26 cells around the perimeter of this puzzle would 
contain a different letter of the alphabet, but you won't be surprised to learn 

that things haven't quite worked out as planned. However, it seems that 
replacing two of the outside letters will fix my problem. What are the two new 

words thus produced?
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Across

8 Doubting one in 
France will carry on 
there (6)

9 Abused senior 
academic as well as 
possessing ecstasy (8)

10 Relish king-size steak 
sandwiches (4)

11 Chairs are meant to be 
this fabric (5)

12 Decline contract, 
putting HR out (4)

13 Female kangaroo 
ultimately able to 
avoid boomerangs (3)

15 Knowing to hold one 
fast without making a 
sound (8)

17 Time of St. Patrick's 
Day parade (5)

20 Soul-searching pub 
hosts stop erotic 
dancing (13)

23 Meat containing 
minimum of nitrites 
available to be bought 
(5)

25 Time to stop ethical 
posturing related to 
sport (8)

27 Main residence in 
country not finished 
(3)

29 Element of truth to 
myth about 
emperor/clothes? (4)

31 Eventually I do it for 
besotted admirer (5)

32 'Goat' taunt leaving 
judge cross (4)

33 Pirate! Or panic at sea 
about nothing? (8)

34 Warn United backs 
after opening for 
blocked shot (6)

Down

1 Sitting on the fence, 
sharp nails both sides 
of derrière (10)

2 Result of division not 
quite working out (8)

3 Prove earth originally 
just spun round in 
circle (3,3)

4 Lack of concern from 
a postman over letters 
covering hallway (6)

5 Measure depth of well 
(5)

6 Loathing new 
application adopted 
by breakdown service 
(6)

7 Skinny latte, not a dry 
one (4)

14 Dog seen cooking and 
knitting denied gross 
neglect (4)

16 Girl scratching rear, 
just a suggestion of 
tennis wear (4)

18 Support for bridge 
clubs constantly 
taking against learner 
(10)

19 Princess wanting rice 
to fluff up (4)

21 Wind up having two 
starters in each hand 
(4)

22 The Spanish order 
English province to 
be returned? That's 
unpalatable! (8)

24 Hermitage has 
cracking stuff (6)

25 Going on stage could 
be hard with former 
lover taking lead (6)

26 Through this catch 
online auction site 
repeatedly 
discounting same 
article (6)

28 Tolerate everything 
that hurts (5)

30 Stew featuring many 
ingredients, even bits 
of coal and lino (4)


