Across

1a  21, 20 (16 from 12) he orchestrated havoc abroad with hot kiss (12)
SHOSTAKOVICH: 

9a  The first Frenchman and woman (5)
IRENE: 

10a  It sharpens feeble-sounding soprano sound quality (9)
WHETSTONE: 

11a  Sails on board ship chasing crank smuggling illegal fur (9)
WINDSURFS: 

13a  Lying about parent, blotted out pest in bed (5)
APHID: 

14a  Half-pint pub cut stocks (6)
MINNOW: 

15a  Burlesque garment dispels element of restraint (4)
SKIT: 

17a  & 19a. Royal name for trainee to shade from exposure (3)
SUN: 

19a  See 17 (3)
TAN: 

20a  Run from left to right (4)
TROT: 

21a  Is it about holding a strike? (6)
TAHITI: 

24a  9 wanting lead with overhaul (5)
RENEW: 

26a  Mostly costly mess, not the first to follow Tory minister (9)
DEACONESS: 

27a  Put under bar when ex avoided ambush (9)
INTERCEPT: 

28a  Complete set covering a time for reflection (5)
TOTAL: 

30a  Male driver questions turning on stereo (12)
TESTOSTERONE: 

Down

1d  & 29. This light to get it to simmer (3)
SEE: 

2d  Go too far, get lost in plain (9)
OVERSHOOT: 

3d  Death, war and terror together bears witness to defeat (6)
THWART: 

4d  Reminder to look up fermented drink (8)
KEEPSAKE: 

5d  Victor from Spain: this striker (5)
VESTA: 

6d  Transform loneliest hotel clubs into somewhere to hang out (11)
CLOTHESLINE: 

7d  Rug, wife and mother lifted round home (6)
WIGWAM: 

8d  Joining band put on to bolster perfect rating? (6)
TENDON: 

12d  Musical clown, ultimately on, performing a web recital (2,2,7)
NO NO NANETTE: 

16d  Charge divided by inverse of prime number (3,3,3)
TEA FOR TWO: 

18d  My sentimentality ends in trouble closer to chaos (8)
GOODNESS: 

19d  Stifling temperature unpleasant, but not hot (6)
TORRID: 

22d  Without help? Here's one of Santa's helpers (6)
ITSELF: 

23d  Keep the peace we're told (6)
CASTLE: 

25d  Best women, immoral sort (5)
WORST: 

29d  See 1d (3)
THE: 

Across

1
21, 20 (16 from 12) he orchestrated havoc abroad with hot kiss (12)
Shostakovitch = (HAVOC HOT KISS)*abroad
Note. This clue would work if the definition were simply “he orchestrated”, but some may find the additional information interesting.

9
The first Frenchman and woman (5)
Irene = I + RENE

10
It sharpens feeble-sounding soprano sound quality (9)
Whetstone = homophone “wet” (feeble) + S + TONE

11
Sails on board ship chasing crank smuggling illegal fur (9)
Windsurfs = [SS chasing WIND] smuggling FUR*illegal

13
Lying about parent, blotted out pest in bed (5)
Aphid = PA reversed + HID

14
Half-pint pub cut stocks (6)
Minnow = MOW contains (stocks) INN

15
Burlesque garment dispels element of restraint (4)
Skit = SKIRT minus R

17,19 Royal name for trainee to shade from exposure (6)
Suntan = SULTAN with N replacing L

20
Run from left to right (4)
Trot = reversed TO RT

21
Is it about holding a strike? (6)
Tahiti = IT reversed holding A HIT

24
9 wanting lead with overhaul (5)
Renew = {I}RENE + W (with)

26
Most costly mess, not the first to follow Tory minister (9)
Deaconess = DEA{R} + {M}ESS after CON

27
Put under bar when ex avoided ambush (9)
Intercept = INTER + {EX}CEPT

28
Complete set covering a time for reflection (5)
Total = reversed (LOT covering A T)

30
Male driver questions turning on stereo (12)
Testosterone = TEST + (ON STEREO)*turning

Down

1,29 This light to get it to simmer (6)
Seethe = SEE THE {LIGHT} (to get it)

2
Go too far, get lost in plain (9)
Overshoot = SHOO in OVERT

3
Death, war and terror together bears witness to defeat (6)
Thwart = deaTH WAR Terror

4
Reminder to look up fermented drink (8)
Keepsake = PEEK reversed + SAKE

5
Victor from Spain: this striker (5)
Vesta = V + ESTA (Spanish “this”)

6
Transform loneliest hotel clubs into somewhere to hang out (11)
Clothesline = (LONELIEST H C))*transform into

7
Rug, wife and mother lifted round home (6)
Wigwam = WIG + W + reversed MA

8
Joining band put on to bolster perfect rating? (6)
Tendon = DON to bolster TEN

12
Musical clown ultimately on, performing a web recital (2,2,7)
No No Nanette = {clow}N + ON + ON + A + homophone “NET” (web)

16
Charge divided by inverse of prime number (3,3,3)
Tea for two = TEAR divided by reversed OF + TWO (prime)

18
My sentimentality ends in trouble closer to chaos (8)
Goodness = GOO + ENDS*in trouble + {chao}S

19
Stifling temperature unpleasant, but not hot (6)
Torrid = T + HORRID minus H

22
Without help? Here’s one of Santa’s helpers! (6)
Itself = IT’S ELF

23
Keep the peace we’re told (6)
Castle = homophone (chess)”piece”

25
Best women, immoral sort (5)
Worst = W + SORT*immoral

29
see 1d

