Across

1a  One fashionable original pair of Dior trousers ... a great deal? Au contraire! (6)
MODIST: 

4a  Pet project, it's designed to take care of someone else's issue (4-3)
BABY-SIT: 

9a  In which you might enjoy satisfying penny-drop moments among the lights? (9,6)
AMUSEMENT ARCADE: 

10a  Listened to Disney's "Once Upon A Dream"? (5)
WALTZ: 

11a  Crystal meth? Chuck it – wine's cooler (3,6)
ICE BUCKET: 

12a  Doubt sources of data indicating something beyond Earth – alien life? (9)
DISBELIEF: 

14a  Revolutionary European name, say, that's passed on from father to daughter? (4)
GENE: 

16a  Get round of drinks delivered (4)
COAX: 

17a  Broadcaster with assorted old-fashioned jumpers (9)
SKYDIVERS: 

20a  Unfortunately missed most of Dune, creating confusion (9)
MUDDINESS: 

22a  Only recycled nuclear material (5)
NYLON: 

23a  Perhaps the last place you'd visit on holiday abroad? (7,8)
AIRPORT TERMINAL: 

24a  Regressive communist accepting former East German's papers (7)
DOSSIER: 

25a  Host forgetting number arranged beforehand (6)
PRESET: 

Down

1d  Sounded like Tom was enthusiastically decorating, primarily covered with Farrow & Ball? (7)
MIAOWED: 

2d  After Spitting Image special, Dad rants about hypocrisy (6,9)
DOUBLE STANDARDS: 

3d  Somehow realizes it's more corrupt (8)
SLEAZIER: 

4d  Flower's opening welcomed by bee and completely different insect (9)
BUTTERFLY: 

5d  Extravagantly decorated, no ordinary ship (6)
BARQUE: 

6d  Avoiding any shock, essentially, at sea – a snorkeller hopes to, with these? (5,10)
SHARK REPELLENTS: 

7d  The cheers echoed about, following performance here? (7)
THEATRE: 

8d  Force expert out of retirement for part in inside job (4)
JEDI: 

13d  I check out reported pub ghost (9)
INSPECTOR: 

15d  An inappropriate term, to a degree: capitalism is no meritocracy (8)
MISNOMER: 

16d  Constant mantra: money and power (7)
COMMAND: 

18d  Carol Vorderman's belly hidden by low tension underwear (7)
SINGLET: 

19d  Polish dumplings off for starters – good when coated in spicy sauce? Not half! (6)
PIROGI: 

21d  Duck's owner must put up with the odd dropping (4)
SMEW: 

Across: 1 Definition: "one fashionable"; DI ("original pair of DIor") contains ("trousers") MOST ("a great deal", e.g. "most of the time") - no, the other way round ("au contraire!"), 4 BABY ("pet project") + IT'S anagrammed ("designed"); definition: "to take care of someone else's issue", 9 Cryptic(-ish!) definition, or perhaps just more of a double-bluff?... as enumeration suggests CROSSWORD PUZZLE, hopefully it's distracting enough and crossers provide that PDM!, 10 Homophone of ("listened to") WALT'S ("Disney's"); definition by example: "Once Upon A Dream"? (the theme from Disney's 1959 animated Sleeping Beauty, based on Tchaikovsky's Garland Waltz), 11 ICE ("crystal meth") + BUCKET ("chuck it", rain heavily); definition: "wine's cooler", 12 Definition: "doubt"; DISBE ("sources of Data Indicating Something Beyond Earth") + anagram of ("alien") LIFE, 14 Reversal of ("revolutionary") E ("European") + N ("name") + EG ("say", for example); definition: "that's passed on from father to daughter?" ... with question mark for def-by-example, 16 "Get round"; definition "of" wordplay: COKES ("drinks") homophone ("delivered"), 17 SKY ("broadcaster") + ("with") DIVERS ("assorted", though an archaic/literary term, hence "old-fashioned"); definition: "jumpers?", 20 Anagram of ("unfortunately") MISSED & DUN ("most of DUNe"); wordplay "creating" definition: "confusion", 22 ONLY anagrammed ("recycled") + N ("Nuclear"); definition: "material", 23 Cryptic definition, 24 Reversal of ("regressive") RED ("communist") containing ("accepting") OSSI ("old East German"); wordplay "[i]'s" definition: "papers", 25 PRESE(N)T ("host") without the N ("forgetting Number"); definition: "arranged beforehand". 

Down: 1 Definition: "sounded like tom"; WED ("Was Enthusiastically Decorating, primarily" under ("covered with") MIA ("Farrow") + ("&") O ("ball"); question mark a little delayed for the def-by-example "Farrow" but I think clear enough, she doesn't really need DBE?, 2 Following ("after") DOUBLE ("Spitting Image") + S ("Special"), DAD RANTS anagrammed ("about"); definition: "hypocrisy", 3 Anagram of ("somehow") REALIZES; definition is ("it's") "more corrupt", 4 F ("Flower's opening") inside ("welcomed by") B ("bee", the letter name) + ("and") UTTERLY ("completely"); definition: "different [i.e., not a bee] insect", 5 BAR(O)QUE ("extravagantly decorated") without the O ("no Ordinary"); definition: "ship", 6 Without the Os ("avoiding any shOck, essentially"), anagram of ("at sea") A SN(O)RKELLER H(O)PES T(O); semi-&lit, extended definition: "... with these?" (Dictionaries define this in the context of business strategies, but I think this more 'obvious' definition - as easily verified online - feels fairer?, 7 THE (direct from clue) + TA ("cheers", thanks) reversed ("echoed") with RE ("about") afterwards ("following"); definition: "performance here" ... also semi-&lit, 8 "Force expert"; definition "out of" wordplay: reversal of ("retirement for") section of ("part in") "insIDE Job", 13 Definition: "I check out"; homophone of ("reported") INN SPECTRE ("pub ghost"), 15 Definition: "an inappropriate term"; part of ("to a degree") "CapitalisM IS NO MERitocracy", 16 C ("constant") + OM ("mantra") + M ("money") + AND (direct from clue); definition: "power", 18 SING ("carol") + E ("vordErman's belly") inside ("hidden by") LT ("low tension"); definition: "underwear", 19 Definition: "Polish dumplings"; O ("Off for starters") + G ("good") inside ("when coated in") PIRI(-PIRI) ("spicy sauce? Not half!"), 21 "Duck"; definition "[i]'s" wordplay: (O)W(N)E(R) M(U)S(T) reversed ("put up", in a Down clue), without odd letters ("with the odd dropping"). 
