Across

7a  Combined letters from Mo Morgan? (8)
MONOGRAM: 

9a  Match end, we’re told, to add colour (6)
TIEDYE: 

10a  A king enrolled in Open University with money for old rope (5)
OAKUM: 

11a  Poor quality jewel taken in error? On the contrary! (8)
RUBBISHY: 

12a  &17d. Office worker’s instrument (4)
SEXT: 

13a  Mark caught colourist with judge (9)
DIACRITIC: 

15a  Student’s short holidays mostly in Scarborough (not the town) (7)
SCHOLAR: 

18a  Willingly approved driving instructor seen in bank (7)
READILY: 

21a  Randomly chosen array tribe arranged without drug (9)
ARBITRARY: 

24a  Youngster with energy, 8 (4)
CUBE: 

26a  Reg ’n’ Vera disturbed etcher (8)
ENGRAVER: 

28a  Graduate and corporal put together money in account – but not local currency (5) (5)
BANCO: 

29a  Run Mini; swerve, missing front of Vauxhall (6)
CAREER: 

30a  Require a smaller quantity? Not required! (8)
NEEDLESS: 

Down

1d  Wolfe reportedly evasive over expected remuneration (6)
COYOTE: 

2d  Prepare gun for firing at old Oscar, a parrot (8)
COCKATOO: 

3d  Mad ref wild on trumped-up charge (6)
FRAMED: 

4d  Go crazy over … (4)
STAB: 

5d  … show - some grand epic - Titanic? (6)
DEPICT: 

6d  Goodness! This almost covers a state of doubtful veracity (8)
MYTHICAL: 

8d  Setter’s stuck-up attitude seen by 500 – a large number (6)
MYRIAD: 

14d  Port or whiskey? (3)
RYE: 

16d  Mistake in cash Washington raised for felling tree? (8)
CHAINSAW: 

17d  See 12a (3)
ANT: 

19d  “Shelter after going down,” said in a fitting manner (8)
DECENTLY: 

20d  President’s 13, say (6)
MACRON: 

22d  Tout for Dog and Gun? (6)
BARKER: 

23d  French priest, maybe, included in your short conversation (6)
YABBER: 

25d  Sampling life and half of soul (6)
BIOPSY: 

27d  Change lamb’s keeper – Victor to replace Mike (4)
VARY: 
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Definitions in red, underlined
* = anagram, < = reversed, [] indicating dropped letters
abbr = abbreviation, hom = homophone

MONOGRAM Combined letters from Mo Morgan? (8)

ACROSS

7

9 TIE-DYE

10 OAKUM

11 RUBBISHY
12/17 SEXTANT
13 DIACRITIC
15 SCHOLAR
18 READILY
21 ARBITRARY
24 CUBE
26 ENGRAVER
28 BANCO
29 CAREER
30 NEEDLESS

(MO MORGAN)* - *?" signifies ‘letters’ could be doing double duty

Match end, we're told, to add colour (3-3)
TIE (match) + hom of DIE (end)

A king enrolled in Open University with money for old rope (5)
An insertion of AK in OU + M

Poor guality jewel taken in error? On the contrary!
BISH (error) in RUBY (jewel) - not vice-versa

Office worker’s instrument (7)
SEXT (office, i.e. church service) + ANT (worker)

Mark caught colourist with judge (9)
Hom (caught) of DYER (colourist) + CRITIC (judge - one of the
definitions in Chambers)

Student’s short holidays mostly in Scarborough (not the town) (7)
HOL[s] (mostly indicates last letter dropped) in SCAR[borough]

Willingly approved driving instructor seen in bank (7)
ADI (abbr) in RELY (bank)

Randomly chosen array tribe arranged without drug (9)
(ARRAY TRIB[e])*

Youngster with energy, 8 (4)
CUB (youngster) + E[nergy]. 8 (= 2%) is an example of a cube

Reg 'n’ Vera disturbed etcher (8)
(REG N VERA)*

Graduate and corporal put together money in account - but not
local currency (5)

BA (graduate) + NCO (non-commissioned officer, corporal).
"Banco: the standard money in which a bank keeps its accounts,
as distinguised from the current money of the place” - Chambers

Run Mini; swerve, missing front of Vauxhall (6)
CAR (Mini) + [V]EER (swerve, minus initial letter)

Require a smaller quantity? Not required! (8)
NEED + LESS
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Wolfe reportedly evasive over expected remuneration (6)
COY (shy, evasive) + OTE (on target earnings). A coyote is a
species of wolf (hom of the name Wolfe)

Prepare gun for firing at old Oscar, a parrot (8)
COCK (as of a gun) + AT + O[ld] + O (*Oscar’ in the ‘phonetic”
alphabet)

Mad ref wild on trumped-up charge (6)
(MAD REF)*

Go crazy over ... (4)
GO (= try, stab) + BATS< (= crazy)

... show - some grand epic - Titanic? (6)
Hidden in granD EPIC Titanic

Goodness! This almost covers a state of doubtful veracity (8)
MY (as an exclamation) + THI[s] + CAL[ifornia] (a state).
*Covers’ in a down clue indicating position above.

Setter’s stuck-up attitude seen by 500 - a large number
MY (setter’s) + AIR< (attitude - stuck-up indicates reversal) + D
(Roman numeral for 500)

Port or whiskey? (3)
DD: Cinque Port; (American) whiskey

Mistake in cash Washington raised for felling tree? (8)
(IN CASH)* + WA< (‘raised’ in down clue)

“Shelter after going down,” said in a fitting manner (8)
Homophone of (DESCENT + LEE)

President’s 13, say (6)

DD: Name of the current (March 2024) French president; and a
horizontal line over a letter, such as 6, an example of a diacritic
(13ac)

Tout for Dog and Gun? (6)
Triple definition.

French priest, maybe, included in your short conversation (6)
YR (abbr of ‘your’) around ABBE (courtesy title, mainly in France,
for a priest or person in a minor order)

Sampling life and half of soul (6)
BIO (short for biography or ‘life") + PSY[che] (soul)

Change lamb’s keeper - Victor to replace Mike (4)
MARY (had a little lamb in the nursery rhyme) substituting V for M
(both *phonetic’ alphabet letters)




