Across

8a  Absurd uncle titillates believer in the power of reason (15)
INTELLECTUALIST: 

10a  Carve epitaph, to start with, on new tomb (7)
ENGRAVE: 

12a  English beach resort originally covered with seaweed in symbolic calculation (7)
ALGEBRA: 

13a  Acting together at popular gig (2,7)
IN CONCERT: 

14a  Pack in Dons’ meeting place? I’m not sure (5)
SCRUM: 

15a  Gaol (Reading?) finished support (7)
STIRRUP: 

18a  Sibling reportedly beginning to navigate reservoir … (7)
CISTERN: 

21a  … and German adopting gymnastics to somersault? (5)
UPEND: 

23a  Dicky, saucy lout, collecting neglected desserts? (9)
AUTOLYCUS: 

25a  Wringer missing at first but returned later for washing machine (4-3)
TWIN-TUB: 

26a  Polish church dignitary without work?  Nonsense! (7)
RUBBISH: 

29a  Admission: Lowe can’t mend keg (broken) (15)
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: 

Down

1d  Four in further education – or one more? (4)
FIVE: 

2d  Staggers, half-cut, in night before wedding? (4)
STAG: 

3d  Honour Head moving on? That’s difficult (6)
SEVERE: 

4d  Latin act, oddly, defines “an ocean” (8)
ATLANTIC: 

5d  Witch meets soldier over singular Scottish delicacy (6)
HAGGIS: 

6d  User bids excitedly for payout (8)
DISBURSE: 

7d  Saint and crude bloke in argument? (5,3)
STRAW MAN: 

9d  King with no easy reign initially - one under instruction (7)
LEARNER: 

11d  Players, 13, perhaps suggesting why tennis might be abandoned? (5)
NONET: 

15d  Shock model guy’s body double (8)
STUNTMAN: 

16d  Cool choices for kitchen tools (8)
ICEPICKS: 

17d  Co-operate in drama and dance (4,4)
PLAY BALL: 

19d  Solomon familiar with kind of blue - as this clue should be (7)
SOLUBLE: 

20d  Oscar overcome with regrets for dissolute fellows (5)
ROUÉS: 

22d  Looking up Spanish for ‘Ted’ is superfluous (2,4)
DE TROP: 

24d  Irate and ultimately incoherent rant (6)
TIRADE: 

27d  Composer wearing mini vest … (4)
IVES: 

28d  … knocks top 20 winners (4)
HITS: 
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Absurd uncle titillates believer in the power of reason (15)
(UNCLE TITILLATES)*

Carve epitaph, to start with, on new tomb (7)
E (epitaph, to start with) + N + GRAVE (tomb)

The 'rule’ that A on B’ in an across clue always means ‘B’
then 'A” is not always followed by some established setters.

English beach resort originally covered with seaweed in
symbolic calculation (7)
Insertion of E + Bleach] + R[esort] into ALGA

Acting together at popular gig (2,7)
Double definition

Pack in Dons’ meeting place? I'm not sure (5)
SCR (Senior Common Room) + UM (expressing doubt)

Gaol (Reading?) finished support (7)
STIR (prison, gaol) + R (reading as in 3Rs) + UP (finished)

Sibling reportedly beginning to navigate reservoir ... (7)
Hom of SISTER + N[avigate]

... and German adopting gymnastics to somersault? (5)
An insertion (adopting) of PE (gymnastics) in UND (and,
German). Chambers gives ‘turn upside down’, hence
‘somersault’ as one meaning of UPEND.

Dicky, saucy lout, collecting neglected desserts? (9)
(SAUCY LOUT)* (anagram indicator ‘Dicky’)

Autolycus is described as ‘a snapper-up of unconsidered
triffes’ in Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale.

Wringer missing at first but returned later for washing
machine (4-3)
TWIN (= [wlringer or double, as a person) + TUB<

Polish church dignitary without work? Nonsense! (7)
RUB (polish) + BISH[op]

Admission: Lowe can't mend keg (broken) (15)
(LOWE CAN'T MEND KEG)*

Four in further education - or one more?(4)
An insertion of IV (four) in FE (further education) - five is
one more than four
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Staggers, half-cut, in night before wedding? (4)
STAG[gers] (half cut), referring to a ‘stag night’

Honour Head moving on? That's difficult (6)
REVERE with first letter (head), R, changed to S (moving on,
i.e. to next letter of the alphabet)

Latin act, oddly, defines “an ocean” (8)
(LATIN ACT)*

Witch meets soldier over singular Scottish delicacy (6)
HAG (witch) + GI (soldier) + S[ingular]

Excited user bids to pay out (8)
(USER BIDS)*

Saint and crude bloke in argument? (5,3)
ST (saint) + RAW (crude) + MAN (bloke)

A straw man is a form of argument and an informal fallacy”
~ Wikipedia.

King with no easy reign initially - one under instruction
LEAR (king) + N[o] E[asy] R[eign]

Players, 13, perhaps suggesting why tennis might be
abandoned? (5)

Double/cryptic definition. A NONET might play in a concert
(13ac) and tennis would have to be abandoned if there was
NO NET. ‘Suggesting’ indicates splitting ‘nonet” as 'no net'

Shock model guy’s body double (8)
STUN + T (model, as in Ford) + MAN (guy)

Cool choices for kitchen tools (8)
ICE (cool, as a verb) + PICKS (choices)

Co-operate in drama and dance (4,4)
PLAY (drama) + BALL (dance)

Solomon familiar with kind of blue - as this clue should be
@)
SOL (familiar form of ‘Solomon) with BLUE*

Oscar overcome with regrets for dissolute fellows (5)
0 (Oscar in ‘phonetic’ alphabet) inside RUES

Looking up Spanish for ‘Ted" is superfluous (2,4)
Reversal (looking up) of POR (‘for’ in Spanish) + TED

Irate and ultimately incoherent rant (6)
(IRATE + D)* - 'D’ as last letter (ultimately) of [an]D

Composer wearing mini vest ... (4)
Hidden in minI VESt

... knocks top 20 winners (4)
Triple definition




