Across

6a  Befuddled eloper taking in a person released conditionally (7)
PAROLEE: 

7a  Flog book on Irish church (5)
BIRCH: 

9a  Little finger not at first stained with writing liquid (4)
INKY: 

10a  Twisted old scrawls ranking above all others (5-5)
WORLD-CLASS: 

11a  Purchase, we're told, jewelled figure of the dragon slayer: fancy that! (2,6)
BY GEORGE: 

13a  Cause annoyance; colonise north instead of south (6)
NETTLE: 

15a  Feebly flap piece of bunting (4)
FLAG: 

17a  Hinder husband with sharpness (5)
HEDGE: 

18a  Casually investigate rejection of unserviceable ship (4)
SUSS: 

19a  Lamming sound; leaders of ragtime artists tentative talent and teamwork (3-3)
RAT-TAT: 

20a  Girl you might pick in 17 down (8)
ROSEMARY: 

23a  Large outdoor signposts; do they tell you William is getting on? (10)
BILLBOARDS: 

26a  Race son encountered coming back (4)
STEM: 

27a  Greek fool's an informer (5)
GRASS: 

28a  No sense about unity (7)
ONENESS: 

Down

1d  Ancient city to stay in readiness, one says, for this system of measurement (4,6)
TROY WEIGHT: 

2d  Force to reduce level of river (6)
FLOWER: 

3d  Starts paring each angular rim for an ovate brilliant (4)
PEAR: 

4d  Conformity of adult AC/DC ball (8)
ABIDANCE: 

5d  Boundless optimism in speech (4)
ORAL: 

6d  Cooking utensils necessary ultimately for bit of a sissy (5)
PANSY: 

8d  Difficulties - possesses less, bottom to top (7)
HASSLES: 

12d  The Spanish and the German ancestor (5)
ELDER: 

14d  Time to question teacher, one who enforces hard, continuous work (10)
TASKMASTER: 

16d  Conveying heavy metallic element in grams (7)
LEADING: 

17d  Educate intensively to a precocious level in this tropical conservatory (8)
HOTHOUSE: 

21d  Scheme's unusually messy, involving leader of trouble-making (6)
SYSTEM: 

22d  On the radio learns about thin metal parts inserted into instruments (5)
REEDS: 

24d  The French with a fine pair of book pages (4)
LEAF: 

25d  Little marsupial with tense tooth part (4)
ROOT: 

Across: 6 (ELOPER A)*, 7 B IR CH, 9 (P)INKY, 10 (OLD SCRAWLS)*, 11 "BUY" GEORGE, 13 SETTLE with N for S, 15 Double definition, 17 H + EDGE, 18 US< + SS, 19 First letters, 20 ref: Hothouse 17d., 23 Cryptic - BILL BOARDS, 26 S + MET<, 27 GR + ASS, 28 (NO SENSE)*. 

Down: 1 TROY + "WAIT" heard, 2 F + LOWER, 3 First letters, 4 A BI DANCE, 5 (m)ORAL(e), 6 PANS (necessar)Y, 8 HAS + LESS with S to front, 12 EL + DER, 14 T + ASK + MASTER, 16 LEAD IN G, 17 Double definition, 21 (MESSY)* around T, 22 "READS" heard, 24 LE + A + F, 25 ROO + T. 
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Twelve answers are also words connected with plants.





