Across

7a  Reps ain’t fantastic artists (8)
PAINTERS: 

9a  Clerical dignitary gains name as one of the big guns (6)
CANNON: 

10a  See 14d (5)
PLANT: 

11a  Essentially sacred willow for bishop's staff (7)
CROSIER: 

12a  Put back missing mineral – what’s left? (4)
REST: 

13a  Very French amorous advances – they ought to be forgiven (10)
TRESPASSES: 

15a  Fire expert after following 14 (7)
FURNACE: 

18a  Stun special ram, initially every four years (7)
STUPEFY: 

21a  Impurity in Rutland tea mixture (10)
ADULTERANT: 

24a  A sailor’s reportedly a Greek hero (4)
AJAX: 

26a  Dream of vicar by lake (7)
REVERIE: 

28a  Demoralise Romeo imprisoned by magistrate (5)
BREAK: 

29a  Handout including unemployment benefit – it’s as much again (6)
DOUBLE: 

30a  Claims to care  again in afterthought (8)
PRETENDS: 

Down

1d  Maple syrup starter mixed to taste (6)
SAMPLE: 

2d  Unfit relations excluded when 10 open (8)
UNFASTEN: 

3d  Better computers? Get away! (4,2)
BEAT IT: 

4d  Sound heard again from screech owl (4)
ECHO: 

5d  Gunge occasionally exists with sulphur in rock (6)
GNEISS: 

6d  Lousy ref harassed solver (8)
YOURSELF: 

8d  Saint harbours longing for small pouch (6)
SACHET: 

14d  &10a. Cannabis found in ceramics factory? (3)
POT: 

16d  Potential loser could be grounded (8)
UNDERDOG: 

17d  “Line up!” we’re told when actor comes in (3)
CUE: 

19d  First of plasma leading to delayed obstruction – it’s in the blood (8)
PLATELET: 

20d  Angry European university professors initially settled their differences (4,2)
MADE UP: 

22d  Girl upset over a smell in toilet (6)
LAVABO: 

23d  Fit in case for treatment – with this? (6)
TABLET: 

25d  Excellent youngster with a trace of oriental martial art (6)
AIKIDO: 

27d  Scots dance in section of film (4)
REEL: 
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BOLD UPPERCASE = letters forming the answer

Definition in red, underlined

Dots thus: X..Y = position(s) for inserted letter(s)

[x] = omitted letter(s)

* = anagram; # = anagram indicator (not always shown); < = reversal; hom = homophone

ACROSS

7 PAINTERS Reps ain’t fantastic artists (8)
(REPS AIN’T)*

9 CANNON Clerical dignitary gains name as one of the big guns (6)
CAN..ON (clerical dignitary) around N[ame]

10 See 14

11 CROSIER Essentially sacred willow for bishop's staff (7)
[SalCR[ed] + OSIER (willow)

12 REST Put back missing mineral - what’s left? (4)

REST([ore]

13 TRESPASSES Very French amorous advances - they ought to be forgiven (10)
TRES ‘very’ in French + PASSES (amorous advances)
Wordplay + cryptic def (‘forgive us our trespasses’)

15 FURNACE Fire expert after following 14 (7)
F + URN (‘pot’, 14dn) + ACE (expert)

18 STUPEFY Stun special ram, initially every four years (7)
S[pecial] + TUP (ram) + E[very] F[our] Y[ears)

21 ADULTERANT [Impurity in Rutland tea mixture (10)
(RUTLAND TEA)*

24 AJAX A sailor’s reportedly a Greek hero (4)
Hom (reportedly) of A JACK’S (Jack = sailor, as in ‘Jack Tar’)

26 REVERIE Dream of vicar by lake (7)
REV (vicar) + ERIE (lake)

28 BREAK Demoralise Romeo imprisoned by magistrate (5)
Ins (imprisoned) of R in B..EAK (magistrate)

29 DOUBLE Handout including unemployment benefit - it’s as much again (6)
Ins of UB (unemployment benefit) in DO..LE (handout)

30 PRETENDS Claims to care again in afterthought (8)
Ins of RE-TEND (care again) in P..S (afterthought)
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Maple syrup starter mixed to taste (6)
(MAPLE S)*

Unfit relations excluded when 10 open (8)
UNF[it] + AS (when) + TEN (not a ref to 10ac); ‘it’ = (intimate) relations

Better computers? Get away! (4,2)
BEAT (better, as a verb) + IT (computers)

Sound heard again from screech owl (4)
Hidden in [scre]ECH O[wl]

Gunge occasionally exists with sulphur in rock (6)
Alternate letters (occasionally) of G[u]N[gIE + IS (exists) + S[ulphur]

Lousy ref harassed solver (8)
(Lousy ref)* (‘yourself” as solver of this crossword)

Saint harbours longing for small pouch (6)
Ins (harbours) of ACHE (longing) in S..T (saint)

Cannabis found in ceramics factory? (3,5)
A factory making ceramics might be a POT PLANT. ‘Pot’ is also slang for
cannabis.

Potential loser could be grounded (8)
(GROUNDED)* (# = ‘could be’)

“Line up!” we're told when actor comes in (3)
Hom of queue (line up)

First of plasma leading to delayed obstruction - it’s in the blood(8)
P[lasma] then (leading to) LATE (delayed) + LET (obstruction, as in ‘let or
hindrance’) - a minute particle in blood concerned with clotting

Angry European university professors initially settled their differences (4,2)
MAD (angry) + E[uropean] + U + P[rofessors]

Girl upset over a smell in toilet (6)
VAL< + A + BO (body odour, smell)

Fit in case for treatment - with this? (6)
Ins of ABLE (fit) in T..T (outer letters of - case for - ‘treatment’)

Excellent youngster with a trace of oriental martial art (6)
AI (A1, excellent) + KID (youngster) + O[riental]

Scots dance in section of film (4)
Double definition

There is a ghost theme of snooker terms but it is totally unnecessary to know either the theme or to
be familiar with the game in order to solve the crossword.
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