Across

1a  Was it Eliot’s toilet I saw? Perhaps (10)
PALINDROME: 

6a  Concluding musical passage by children of deaf adults, primarily (4)
CODA: 

8a  Ineffectual failure of the French and setter - getting zero (4,4)
LAME DUCK: 

9a  Mostly oriental festival (6)
EASTER: 

10a  Element of spoken languages - half a score (8)
TUNGSTEN: 

11a  Monstrous woman’s movement ignores marketing (6)
OGRESS: 

12a  He can spy intermittently. That’s a piece of cake! (4)
EASY: 

14a  Derive pleasure from note to Irish author being read out loud (7)
REJOICE: 

18a  Spookiest film covering southern Ireland in retrospect (7)
EERIEST: 

20a  Space concerned to be closed by Alcoholics Anonymous (4)
AREA: 

23a  African country church producing bad blood (6)
MALICE: 

24a  Chat up mischievously about Zulu husband’s brazenness (8)
CHUTZPAH: 

25a  Sympathised with private investigator bound with rope (6)
PITIED: 

26a  Throughout, it’s been 50-50 during Angola riot (3,5)
ALL ALONG: 

27a  Chief herald of Scotland somewhere in France? (4)
LYON: 

28a  With limitless dream, boy’s accomplished and sensible (10)
REASONABLE: 

Down

1d  Extraordinary prize: ultimately 30% award going for journalism, arts and letters (8)
PULITZER: 

2d  Bemoan unsatisfactory books (6)
LAMENT: 

3d  One barely lying on certain beaches (6)
NUDIST: 

4d  Court player’s a shady businessman? (9)
RACKETEER: 

5d  One detective to another at close quarters? (3,2,3)
EYE TO EYE: 

6d  Not cut out to be singers? On the contrary (8)
CASTRATI: 

7d  Furniture pieces for medical students attending to wounds (8)
DRESSERS: 

13d  According to Spooner, she sells these on the shore (9)
SEASHELLS: 

15d  Parity of base trait (8)
EQUALITY: 

16d  Old bachelor almost mad at a state of being forgotten (8)
OBLIVION: 

17d  Loan a vehicle outside of schedule (8)
CALENDAR: 

19d  Article on a huge Byzantine city (3,5)
THE HAGUE: 

21d  Effort made by second exercise (6)
STRAIN: 

22d  Composure of pal in struggle with mob (6)
APLOMB: 

Across

1a
Was it Eliot’s toilet I saw? Perhaps (10)
PALINDROME:
( An all-in-one clue with letters in the words that read the same forward and backward 

and serves as a definition by example (perhaps) i.e. the whole clue both describes and

exemplifies a palindrome ) 

6a
Concluding musical passage by children of deaf adults, primarily (4)


CODA: 

( The primary or initial letters (primarily) of C[HILDREN] O[F] D[EAF] A[DULTS] )

8a
Ineffectual failure of the French and setter - getting zero (4,4)
LAME DUCK: 
( LA (the French) and ME (setter) with (getting) DUCK (zero) )

9a
Mostly oriental festival (6) 
EASTER: 
( Most of the letters (mostly) of EASTER[N] (oriental) )

10a
Element of spoken languages - half a score (8)
TUNGSTEN:   
( Homophone of (spoken) TONGUES (languages) and TEN (half a score) )
11a
Monstrous woman’s movement ignores marketing (6)
 

OGRESS: 
( [PR]OGRESS (movement) removing (ignores) PR (marketing) )

12a
He can spy intermittently. That’s a piece of cake! (4)
EASY: 

( Even letters (regularly) of [H]E [C]A[N] S[P]Y )
14a
Derive pleasure from note to Irish author being read out loud (7)

REJOICE: 
( RE (note) as musical note to JOYCE (Irish author) as surname of Irish writer James 

JOYCE serving as homophone (being read out loud) )
18a
Spookiest film covering southern Ireland in retrospect (7)

EERIEST: 
( ET (film) taking inside (covering) a combo of S (southern) and EIRE (Ireland) in reversal 

order (in retrospect) )
20a
Space concerned to be closed by Alcoholics Anonymous (4)
AREA: 

( RE (concerned) to be surrounded (closed) by AA (Alcoholics Anonymous) )
23a
African country church producing bad blood (6)

MALICE:          
( A charade of MALI (African country) and CE (church) as Church of England )
24a
Chat up mischievously about Zulu husband’s brazenness (8)
CHUTZPAH:
( An anagram (mischievously) of CHAT UP placed around (about) Z (Zulu) as the letter Z 

represented by Zulu in NATO phonetic alphabet followed by H (husband) as the


 genealogical abbreviation for husband )
25a
Sympathised with private investigator bound with rope (6)
PITIED: 

( A charade of PI (private investigator) and TIED (bound with rope) )

26a
Throughout, it’s been 50-50 during Angola riot (3,5)
ALL ALONG: 
( LL (50-50) as each L being the Roman numeral for 50 placed inside (during) an 


anagram (riot) of ANGOLA) )

27a
Chief herald of Scotland somewhere in France? (4)
LYON: 

( Double definition )

28a
With limitless dream, boy’s accomplished and sensible (10) 
REASONABLE: 
( [D]REA[M] without the outer letters (with limitless) followed by SON (boy) and ABLE 

(accomplished) )
Down

1d
Extraordinary prize: ultimately 30% award going for journalism, arts and letters (8)

PULITZER: 
( An anagram (extraordinary) of PRIZE and 30% of ULT[IMATELY] )
2d
Bemoan unsatisfactory books (6) 
LAMENT:           
( A charade of unsatisfactory (lame) and books (NT) )
3d
One barely lying on certain beaches (6)
NUDIST: 
( Cryptic )

4d
Court player’s a shady businessman? (9)
RACKETEER:         ( Double definition )
5d
One detective to another at close quarters? (3,2,3)

EYE TO EYE: 
( EYE (one detective) TO from the clue EYE (another) as implying another detective )
6d
Not cut out to be singers? On the contrary (8)

CASTRATI: 
( A cryptic definition of the plural of a male singer castrated in boyhood so as to retain a 

soprano or alto voice )

7d
Furniture pieces for medical students attending to wounds (8)
DRESSERS:
( Double definition )
13d
According to Spooner, she sells these on the shore (9)
SEASHELLS:   
( SHE SELLS turning SEASHELLS when subject to an utterance involving spoonerism 

(according to Spooner) as to utter a verbal error in which a speaker transposes the 

initial sounds or letters of two or more words, often to humorous effect )

15d
Parity of base trait (8)
EQUALITY: 
( A charade of E (base) and QUALITY (trait) ) 

16d
Old bachelor almost mad at a state of being forgotten (8)
OBLIVION: 
( O (old), B (Bachelor) and most of the letters (almost) of LIVI[D] (mad) followed by ON 

(at), for example, on/at the stroke of midnight )

17d
Loan a vehicle outside of schedule (8)
CALENDAR:     ( A combo of LEND (loan) and A from the clue has on the outside CAR (vehicle) ) 

19d
Article on a huge Byzantine city (8)
THE HAGUE: 
( THE (article) placed upon in the down clue (on) an anagram (Byzantine) of A HUGE )
21d
Effort made by second exercise (6)
STRAIN: 
( A charade of S (second) and TRAIN (exercise) )



22d
Composure of pal in struggle with mob (6)
APLOMB: 
( An anagram (in struggle) of a combo of PAL and (with) MOB )

