Across

1a  Away and likely to be preoccupied… (6-6)
ABSENT-MINDED: 

8a  … fighting former policemen and monarch (7)
RUCKING: 

9a  Appropriate island for meeting old friends? (7)
REUNION: 

11a  Stubborn publicist with tons to write about area (7)
ADAMANT: 

12a  Protects son heading west for cover (7)
SMOTHER: 

13a  One not involved in silent diplomacy (4)
TACT: 

14a  Money obtains suit and musical instrument (3,7)
TIN WHISTLE: 

17a  Player teed off again and again (10)
REPEATEDLY: 

19a  Fancy someone assisting a move to the Far East (4)
IDEA: 

22a  Oddly insular places to go (7)
URINALS: 

24a  Reveal degree to be superior (7)
OUTRANK: 

25a  Quick way to make contact in thread (7)
HOTLINE: 

26a  Make it fairer - take a pound off (7)
LIGHTEN: 

27a  Heaven and Earth guaranteed to take precedence (8,4)
PROMISED LAND: 

Down

1d  Old mischievous American spies from the south (7)
ARCHAIC: 

2d  Tears up nearly everything that's circular (6)
SPIRAL: 

3d  Hitting me's outrageous when it's dark (5-4)
NIGHT-TIME: 

4d  Customs requires extra shilling (5)
MORES: 

5d  True icon strangely paranoid (8)
NEUROTIC: 

6d  It's about time he chased record title (7)
EPITHET: 

7d  Sudden advance before using crack (12)
BREAKTHROUGH: 

10d  Kissing Rex, with Lynn perhaps interrupting -  that's stressful (5-7)
NERVE-RACKING: 

15d  Efficient when drunk? (4-5)
WELL-OILED: 

16d  Jumper like my top, for example (8)
PARADIGM: 

18d  Artist offering nothing for a dog (7)
POINTER: 

20d  Damned daughter sang (7)
DRATTED: 

21d  Spot mysterious driver and scholar… (6)
STIGMA: 

23d  … appears it's me escaping back to house (5)
SEEMS: 

Across: 1 ABSENT+MINDED, 8 RUC+KING, 9 cd, 11 AD(A)MAN+T, 12 MOTHERS becoming SMOTHER, 13 TAC(i)T, 14 TIN(money)+WHISTLE(in ODE but not Chambers), 17 (PLAYER TEED)*, 19 AIDE becoming IDEA, 22 *(INSULAR), 24 OUT+RANK, 25 HOT(in)+LINE(thread), 26 dd, 27 PROMISED before LAND, HEAVEN as def. 

Down: 1 ARCH + rev of CIA, 2 rev RIPS +AL(l), 3 (HITTING ME)*, 4 MORE+S, 5 (TRUE ICON)*, 6 I(T HE)T after EP, 7 THROUGH (using) after BREAK (crack), 10 NE (R VERA) CKING, 15 cd/dd, 16 PARA(trooper)+DIG+M(y), 18 pAinter becoming pOinter, 20 D+RATTED, 21 STIG(from Top Gear)+MA, 23 rev hid in itS ME EScaping. 
