Across

8a  Approved of one for one exchange in beauty treatment (8)
OFFICIAL: 

9a  Halt in vacant unoccupied zone (6)
FREEZE: 

11a  Suspects story concealed in Dali biography (5)
ALIBI: 

12a  Vehicle you loaned reportedly uncooperative (9)
TRUCULENT: 

13a  Add vital element to narcotic general consumed (9)
OXYGENATE: 

14a  Commotion around key step (5)
STAIR: 

15a  Skill returned after old boy repeated phrase (6)
MANTRA: 

17a   Shares gossip: is he caught between hearts of Ada and Susie? (6)
DISHES: 

21a  Things that stick together? (5)
TINES: 

23a  Shelter reached by climbing backward, bare cheek exposed in very short pants (4,5)
TREE HOUSE: 

25a  Sly entomologist originally, with piano, composed part of South Pacific (9)
POLYNESIA: 

26a  Flower found in plenty around central slums (5)
LOTUS: 

27a  Could be eruptions from last of live volcanic fissures (6)
EVENTS: 

28a  Cooks in oil containing, for example, bit of tabasco: burns the most! (8)
FIERIEST: 

Down

1d  Not any old carthorse: atop Pentagon with all but one line broken! (7)
NONAGON: 

2d  Burning in this does no harm to one's image (6)
EFFIGY: 

3d  Unexpected turn of events in flaccid entertainment (8)
ACCIDENT: 

4d  Start trial: I'm a trained fighter (7,6)
MARTIAL ARTIST: 

5d  Odd reversal as fed up Gerda talks back (6)
ARGUES: 

6d  "Traitor!" read Gene Wilder (8)
RENEGADE: 

7d  Phone book, skipping first two entries, shows clerical residence (7)
RECTORY: 

10d  Agitated leader ran up in total excitement (4,9)
PURE ADRENALIN: 

16d  Cancelled yearly large edition, losing top author (8)
ANNULLED: 

18d  Researchers coming from bottomless pit surrounded by traces of conflict (8)
SCHOLARS: 

19d  Bits of metal folded in sheets are essential supplies (7)
STAPLES: 

20d  Feeling confused as teens (7)
SENSATE: 

22d  Reason louse found in state (6)
SANITY: 

24d  ITunes remixed releases (6)
UNTIES: 

Across
8 OF+F[A]{I}CIAL
9 FREE+Z[on]E
11 hidden 11
12 TRUCK YOU LENT~TRUCULENT
13  OXY+GEN+ATE
14 ST{A}IR
15 MAN+ART<
17 [a]D[a]+IS HE+[su]S[ie]
21 CD 21
23 TR{[c]HEE[k]<}OUSE[rs}
25 (SLY E[ntomologist]+PIANO)*composed
26 LOT{U}S 26
27 [liv]E+VENTS
28 F{IE}RIES+T
Down
1 NO+NAG+ON
2 DD
3 hidden
4 (START TRIAL I'M A)*trained
5  aS fEd Up GeRdA<
6 (READ GENE)*wilder
7 [di]RECTORY
10 (LEADER RAN UP IN)*agitated
16 ANNU[a]L+L+ED
18 SC{HOL[e]}ARS
19 DD
20 (AS TEENS)*confused
22 SA{NIT}Y 22
24 (ITUNES)*remixed
