Across

1a  It’s queen getting agitated with supporter in a row (12)
SEQUENTIALLY: 

8a  Expunge every record apparently suggesting extraneity at the outset (5)
ERASE: 

9a  Saw around very small insect gaining edge (9)
ADVANTAGE: 

11a  Nice small oven producing fancy biscuit (5,4)
PETIT FOUR: 

12a  Frog ultimately bird turns and bites (5)
GNAWS: 

13a  Free ale cost us kisses (9)
OSCULATES: 

16a  Heading for England from France? Right switches over to Left (5)
TITLE: 

18a  To eat in Berlin, a German city (5)
ESSEN: 

19a  Lists clues she’d reviewed (9)
SCHEDULES: 

20a  Most trivial Saint of the Meadow? (5)
LEAST: 

22a  Metal of great purity found in ring too ornate (5,4)
INGOT IRON: 

25a  South Indian doctor eager to meet Buchanan of General Hospital (9)
DRAVIDIAN: 

26a  Additional walk-on part (5)
EXTRA: 

27a  Jumping arachnids having features of a striped mammal? (5,7)
ZEBRA SPIDERS: 

Down

1d  Ancient Athens rival caught by American gladiator? (9)
SPARTACUS: 

2d  Search for some unique styles (5)
QUEST: 

3d  English turncoat encounters old muse (5)
ERATO: 

4d  Vicars to convert hard Russian comrade (9)
TOVARISCH: 

5d  A British agent unexpectedly Edward abandoned (9)
ABNEGATED: 

6d  Two-mile high capital has to be in Louisiana? (5)
LHASA: 

7d  In Strasbourg, I came before time and drove very fast (3-9)
JET-PROPELLED: 

10d  Saturday seen to become a movable feast (6,6)
EASTER SUNDAY: 

14d  Look about thing that’s unusually longer (9)
LENGTHIER: 

15d  Bears witness in trial if that is core of admission (9)
TESTIFIES: 

17d  Endures long period taken by a pair of groups travelling north (9)
TOLERATES: 

21d  Fear inspiring a king to be vigilant (5)
AWAKE: 

23d  Happy-go-lucky India, in essence, having language of 25a people (5)
GONDI: 

24d  Middle East the first topic of discourse? (5)
THEME: 

Across

1a
It’s queen getting agitated with supporter in a row (12)
  IT’S + QUEEN
  ANAGRAM  + ALLY
SEQUENTIALLY: 

8a
Expunge every record apparently suggesting extraneity at the outset (5)
     E+R+A+S+E  FIRST LETTERS
ERASE: 

9a
Saw around very small insect gaining edge (9)  


AD ( V + ANT ) AGE
ADVANTAGE: 

11a
Nice small oven producing fancy biscuit (5,4)    

DD
SMALL OVEN = PETIT FOUR IN FRENCH NICE
PETIT FOUR: 

12a
Frog ultimately bird turns and bites (5)


[FRO]G + SWAN REVERSED
GNAWS: 

13a
Free ale cost us kisses (9)



ALE + COST + US
ANAGRAM 
OSCULATES: 

16a
Heading for England from France? Right switches over to Left (5)

TITLE: 


CHANGING R TO L
TITRE FROM FRANCE BECOMING TITLE IN ENGLAND
18a
To eat in Berlin, a German city (5)  DD  TO EAT = ESSEN (IN GERMAN BERLIN) = GERMAN CITY
ESSEN: 

19a
Lists clues she’d reviewed (9)



CLUES SHE’D
ANAGRAM
SCHEDULES: 

20a
Most trivial Saint of the Meadow? (5)
ST OF LEA = LEA + ST (DEDUCED FROM RAPHAEL’S PAINTING ‘MADONNA OF THE MEADOW’ IS ALSO KNOWN AS ‘MADONNA WITH THE CHRIST AND SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST’ AS INFANTS AND VIRGIN MARY GROUPED IN AN EQUILATERAL TRIANGLE – THAT IS WHY I PREFERRED TO USE CAPITAL FOR SAINT AND MEADOW)
LEAST: 

22a
Metal of great purity found in ring too ornate (5,4)

IN RING TOO 
ANAGRAM 
INGOT IRON: 

25a
South Indian doctor eager to meet Buchanan of General Hospital (9)
DR + AVID + IAN    CHARADE

IAN BUCHANAN IS BRITISH TELEVISION ACTOR APPEARING ON MULTIPLE SOAP OPERAS INCLUDING GENERAL HOSPITAL
DRAVIDIAN: 

26a
Additional walk-on part (5)




DD
EXTRA: 

27a
Jumping arachnids having features of a striped mammal? (5,7)

CRYPTIC       SPIDERS (JUMPING ARACHNIDS) WITH ZEBRA FEATURES (STRIPED)
ZEBRA SPIDERS: 

Down

1d
Ancient Athens rival caught by American gladiator? (9)
SPARTA + C + US
CHARADE
SPARTACUS:

2d
Search for some unique styles (5)


[UNI]QUE ST[YLES)
LURKER
QUEST:

3d
English turncoat encounters old muse (5)

E + RAT + O

CHARADE
ERATO:

4d
Vicars to convert hard Russian comrade (9)

VICARS + TO
ANAGRAM
+ H
TOVARISCH:

5d
A British agent unexpectedly Edward abandoned (9)
A + B + 
AGENT   ANAGRAM  +  ED
ABNEGATED:

6d
Two-mile high capital has to be in Louisiana? (5)


L (HAS) A
LHASA:

7d
In Strasbourg, I came before time and drove very fast (3-9)
JE = I IN FRENCH STRASBOURG + T + PROPELLED
JET-PROPELLED:

10d
Saturday seen to become a movable feast (6,6)

SATURDAY SEEN
ANAGRAM
EASTER SUNDAY:

14d
Look about thing that’s unusually longer (9)

LE  (THING    ANAGRAM)  ER
LENGTHIER:

15d
Bears witness in trial if that is core of admission
(9)
TEST + IF + IE + [ADMI]S[SION]
TESTIFIES:

17d
Endures long period taken by a pair of groups travelling north (9) 
TOL (ERA) TES
TOLERATES:

21d
Fear inspiring a king to be vigilant (5)




AW ( A + K ) E
AWAKE:

23d
Happy-go-lucky India, in essence, having language of 25a people (5)       [HAPPY-]GO[-LUCKY] [I]NDI[A]
GONDI:

24d
Middle East the first topic of discourse? (5) 


ME + THE (COMING FIRST) THEME:
