Across

1a  Casino’s gambling area including that French card game? (6)
PIQUET: 

4a  Warrior, they say, is a veteran actor (7)
TROUPER: 

9a  Hairdresser abandoned office employment (9)
COIFFEUSE: 

10a  Djado, as I see, features fertile spot (5)
OASIS: 

11a  Question wizard stashing name suspiciously (7)
ASKANCE: 

12a  Bishop permitted that woman to talk garrulous nonsense (7)
BLETHER: 

13a  Doctor in time certain to get an opening (9)
EMBRASURE: 

16a  Children’s magazine, e.g. (5)
ISSUE: 

17a  Greek god held back in forestry taskwork (5)
SATYR: 

18a  Other ranks entering a welcome treaty (9)
AGREEMENT: 

21a  Surrender to be embraced by the German (7)
DELIVER: 

22a  Oddly, we’re arranging paper for covering (7)
WRAPPER: 

25a  Distinctive character of some banquet hosts (5)
ETHOS: 

26a  Engineer and detectives sneak into open feast that’s illusory (9)
BARMECIDE: 

27a  Agitation of English politician during trial (7)
TEMPEST: 

28a  Tetras swimming or dead? (2,4)
AT REST: 

Down

1d  Choose to scrap tool (7)
PICKAXE: 

2d  Peculiarity of Irish king coming under queen (5)
QUIRK: 

3d  The Spanish female, trendy and petite (5)
ELFIN: 

4d  Shudder at maiden hugging soprano! On the contrary (7)
TREMBLE: 

5d  Bad onion seed that’s set apart from others (2,3,4)
ON ONE SIDE: 

6d  Mail rush with all possible speed (9)
POSTHASTE: 

7d  Book a substitute in match (7)
RESERVE: 

8d  State capital offering gold after sixth month (6)
JUNEAU: 

14d  Stay and somehow helm the three wise men reaching here (9)
BETHLEHEM: 

15d  Come around first to meet social climber (9)
ARRIVISTE: 

17d  American theologian unexpectedly sets out to be most blue (7)
SADDEST: 

18d  Carrot eaten regularly by ace rap performer? (7)
ACROBAT: 

19d  Honour going to retired painter (6)
REWARD: 

20d  Ordeal of old jolly in canopy? (7)
TORMENT: 

23d  A small department that’s dazzlingly skilled (5)
ADEPT: 

24d  19d favouring, initially, prime ranker in zoology examination (5)
PRIZE: 

Across

1a
Casino’s gambling area including that French card game? (6)  
PI(QUE)T
Container
PIQUET: 

4a
Warrior, they say, is a veteran actor (7)



Homophone of TROOPER        
TROUPER:
9a
Hairdresser abandoned office employment (9)


Anagram of OFFICE + USE
COIFFEUSE: 

10a
Djado, as I see, features fertile spot (5) 



Lurker in [DJAD]O AS I S[EE]
OASIS: 





            

11a
Question wizard stashing name suspiciously (7)


ASK + A(N)CE


ASKANCE: 

12a
Bishop permitted that woman to talk garrulous nonsense (7)
B + LET + HER
Charade
BLETHER: 

13a
Doctor in time certain to get an opening (9)


E(MB)RA + SURE
EMBRASURE: 

16a
Children’s magazine, e.g. (5) 





DD
ISSUE: 







17a
Greek god held back into forestry taskwork (5)
          [FOREST]RY TAS[KWORK]    Back lurker
SATYR: 

18a
Other ranks entering a welcome treaty (9)


 A + GREE(MEN)T
AGREEMENT: 

21a
Surrender to be embraced by the German (7)


DE(LIVE)R


DELIVER: 

22a
Oddly, we’re arranging paper for covering (7)    Odd letters of W[E’]R[E] + Anagram of PAPER
WRAPPER: 

25a
Distinctive character of some banquet hosts (5)

        [BANQU]ET HOS[TS]      Lurker
ETHOS: 

26a
Engineer and detectives sneak into open feast that’s illusory (9)  BAR(ME + CID)E   Insertion
BARMECIDE: 

27a
Agitation of English politician during trial (7)


T(E + MP) EST
TEMPEST: 



28a
Tetras swimming or dead? (2,4)




TETRAS

Anagram
AT REST: 




Down

1d
Choose to scrap tool (7)





Charade of PICK + AXE
PICKAXE: 

2d
Peculiarity of Irish king coming under queen (5)


IR + K combo coming below QU in down clue
QUIRK: 









3d
The Spanish female, trendy and petite (5)


Charade of EL + F + IN

ELFIN: 

4d
Shudder at maiden hugging soprano! On the contrary (7)
TRE(M)BLE
TREMBLE: 

5d
Bad onion seed that’s set apart from others (2,3,4)

Anagram of ONION SEED
ON ONE SIDE: 






6d
Mail rush with all possible speed (9) 



Charade of POST + HASTE
POSTHASTE:

7d
Book a substitute in match (7)





DD

RESERVE: 

8d
State capital offering gold after sixth month (6)


Charade of JUNE + AU
JUNEAU: 

14d
Stay and somehow helm the three wise men reaching here (9)
BE + Anagram of HELM THE
BETHLEHEM: 




15d
Come around first to meet social climber (9)


ARRIV(IST)E
Container
ARRIVISTE: 

17d
American theologian unexpectedly sets out to be most blue (7)
(A + DD) surrounded by anagram of SETS
SADDEST: 

18d
 Carrot eaten regularly by ace rap performer? (7)           A (Alternative letters of CaRrOt) BAT
ACROBAT: 

19d
Honour going to retired painter (6)



DRAWER
Reversal
REWARD:    

20d
Ordeal of old jolly in canopy? (7)



T(O+RM)ENT
Insertion
TORMENT:    

23d
A small department that’s dazzlingly skilled (5)


A + DEPT
ADEPT:    

24d
19d favouring, initially, prime ranker in zoology examination (5)
P, R, I, Z, E
Initials
PRIZE:    

