Across

1a  Government department providing conclusion of policy reform (6)
MODIFY: 

4a  Relaxing in Bridlington? (6)
IDLING: 

8a  Period theatre's enthralling the posh version of me (5,3)
STONE AGE: 

10a  Right leaning type's bold alternative (6)
ITALIC: 

11a  Finally prise off dirt that's unyielding (4)
GRIM: 

12a  Copies of abridged truth and analogies (12)
FACSIMILES: 

13a  Perhaps cookbook needs curried delicacy? ... nope! (12)
ENCYCLOPEDIA: 

16a  Demands stern requiem mistakenly (12)
REQUIREMENTS: 

20a  Modern society tolerates street vendors (4-6)
NEWS-STANDS: 

21a  Cheese starters in all breakfast rooms in Europe? (4)
BRIE: 

22a  Pricey fare of transport around A6 (6)
CAVIAR: 

23a  Heartlessly and abruptly criticised Welsh meal (4,4)
LAMB STEW: 

24a  Any use getting worried or agitated? (6)
UNEASY: 

25a  Old car's not starting and infuriates (6)
ANGERS: 

Down

1d  Ageing mother of code-breaker ... (8)
MATURING: 

2d  ... dug up material (5)
DENIM: 

3d  Strong unending reprimand's terrible (7)
FEARFUL: 

5d  Exalted from Heaven or Hell (7)
DEIFIED: 

6d  Spiritless convict conceals naked panic (9)
INANIMATE: 

7d  Complaints of stomach pains (6)
GRIPES: 

9d  Remarkable restoration of exotic plane (11)
EXCEPTIONAL: 

14d  This pudding's delivery's, without hesitation, superior ... we hear (9)
YORKSHIRE: 

15d  Batsmen facing delivery of missiles? (8)
STRIKERS: 

17d  Arab nationals question American sitar arrangement (7)
QATARIS: 

18d  Pioneering film maker's starter-less meal with Arnie? (7)
EASTMAN: 

19d  Helluva Jedward comeback's eclipsing strange feeling (4,2)
DEJA VU: 

21d  No harm in bastille's tack (5)
BASTE: 

	SLOT
	WORD
	CLUE
	WC

	1A
	MODIFY
	Government department [MOD] providing [IF] conclusion of policy [the latest or last letter to be written in the word policy is Y] reform [Modify means “To change the form or quality of” – BRB trans. verb. entry 2] (6)
	7

	4A
	IDLING
	Relaxing in Bridlington? [IDLING is inside brIDLINGton] (6)
	3

	8A
	STONE AGE
	Period theatre [STAGE, theatre being a scene as in theatre of operations, also the theatre = the stage and I believe you can ignore the definite article]’s enthralling [insert the following] the posh version of me [ONE, see BRB pronoun entry 3 for me] (5,3)
	8

	10A
	ITALIC
	Right leaning type's bold alternative [double definition, italic characters are printed or handwritten characters: generally cursive and sloping to the right] (6)
	5

	11A
	GRIM
	Finally prise [E] off [i.e. remove from] dirt [GRIME – E] that's unyielding [BRB definition entry 7, also Collins definition entry 7] (4)
	6

	12A
	FACSIMILES
	Copies of abridged truth [FACT minus the tail, T] and analogies [SIMILES are analogies] (12)
	6

	13A
	ENCYCLOPEDIA
	Perhaps cookbook [Encyclopedia, SOED: “2. A book or set of books containing extensive information on all branches of knowledge, or on one particular subject, usu. arranged alphabetically”] requires [this link word appears correct, see Toughie 3118 - 4d] curried [anagram indicator for what follows – according Collins curry means to beat vigorously and in the SOED to beat or thrash a person and in the BRB simply to beat] delicacy? … nope (12)
	6

	16A
	REQUIREMENTS
	Demands stern requiem mistakenly [anagram indicator for what precedes] (12)
	4

	20A
	NEWS STANDS
	Modern [NEW] society [S] tolerates [STANDS] street vendors (4-6)
	5

	21A
	BRIE
	Cheese starters in all [starting letters of all that follows] Breakfast Rooms In Europe? (4)
	8

	22A
	CAVIAR
	Pricey fare of transport [CAR] around [containing] A6 [AVI] (6)
	6

	23A
	LAMB STEW
	Heartlessly and abruptly criticised [LAMBASTED minus the central A and the final D – I put the heartlessly first so that the solver removes the middle letter first] Welsh [W stands for Welsh according to the BRB and the SOED] meal (4,4)
	6

	24A
	UNEASY
	Any use getting worried [anagram indicator for the preceding] or agitated? (6)
	6

	25A
	ANGERS
	Old car's [BANGER’S] not starting [delete the B] and infuriates (6)
	6

	1D
	MATURING
	Ageing mother of code-breaker [MA TURING - I imagine most have heard of Alan Turing as he’s even been played by Benedict Cumberbach in film] … (8)
	4

	2D
	DENIM
	... dug [MINED] up [reverse mined] material (5)
	3

	3D
	FEARFUL
	Strong [F] unending reprimand's [EARFULL without the end letter] terrible (7)
	4

	5D
	DEIFIED
	Exalted from Heaven or Hell [spelled the same whether viewed from above or below in a down clue] (7)
	5

	6D
	INANIMATE
	Spiritless [the three main dictionaries define inanimate thus] convict [INMATE] conceals [includes within it] naked panic [ANI – i.e. panic has no ends] (9)
	5

	7D
	GRIPES
	Complaints of stomach pains [double definition] (6)
	4

	9D
	EXCEPTIONAL
	Remarkable restoration of [anagram of what follows] exotic plane (11)
	5

	14D
	YORKSHIRE
	This pudding delivery's [YORKER’S], without hesitation [remover ER – YORK’S, superior … we hear [HIRE sounds like HIGHER] (9)
	8

	15D
	STRIKERS
	Batsmen facing delivery of missiles? [double definition, strikers are the batsmen on strike, i.e. about to strike the ball and missiles strike targets] (8)
	5

	17D
	QATARIS
	Arab nationals question [Q] American [A] sitar arrangement [anagram of sitar] (7)
	6

	18D
	EASTMAN
	Pioneering film maker's starter-less meal [FEAST without the first letter] with Arnie? [MAN, by example hence question mark] (7)
	7

	19D
	DEJA VU
	Helluva Jedward comeback’s [the words are reversed – in case eyebrows raised, the BRB has helluva as informal not vulgar or even slang] eclipsing [hiding, i.e. a lurker] strange feeling (2,4)
	6

	21D
	BASTE
	No harm in bastille’s [remove ILL from Bastille] tack (5) 
	5

	
	
	
	149


Average of 5.5 words per clue.

TYPES OF CLUE

	All in one
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Anagram (5/6 & part = 1/2)
	13a
	16a
	24a
	9d
	18d(p)
	21d
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Charade / Lego / Additive
	1a
	4a
	12a
	20a
	1d
	5d
	6d
	17d
	18d (p)
	14d
	
	

	Container / Sandwich / Russian Doll
	22a
	6d
	8a
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cryptic deﬁnition
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cycling (1)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Deletion / Takeaway
	23a
	25a
	11a
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Double definition (2)
	10a
	11a
	7d
	15d
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hidden (Pure) (2)
	4a
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hidden (Reversal)
	2d
	19d
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hidden (Other e.g. initial letters)
	21a
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Homophone / Mondegreen (2)
	14d
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Letter Substitution / switch
	23a
	6d
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Novelty
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Palindrome
	5d
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reversal
	2d
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Select letter
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Spoonerism (1)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


