Across

1a  Suffering decline, student's expelled (7)
ANGUISH: 

5a  Books describing discrimination by copper for Paddington when he was in Peru? (4,3)
BEAR CUB: 

9a  Come clean work clothing with navy uniform (3,2)
OWN UP: 

10a  Change law? No, let's filibuster! (9)
STONEWALL: 

11a  Deliver by road, engaged in selling Mexican food (5,5)
SALSA VERDE: 

12a  Live next to wife in retirement complex (3)
WEB: 

14a  Doctor lays out claim in a bad way (12)
CALAMITOUSLY: 

18a  Wordsworth, maybe as writer close to perfect, delayed incorporating waste material? (4,8)
POET LAUREATE: 

21a  Skirt from Primark (3)
RIM: 

22a  American GP trained to become advocate (10)
CAMPAIGNER: 

25a  Playing next, so held back energy for bull's-eye! (2-3-4)
ON-THE-NOSE: 

26a  In short, I had shown the way, getting wasted (5)
IDLED: 

27a  Finally, tourists arrive at Greek island shroud (7)
SECRETE: 

28a  Strips in study on topless blokes (7)
DENUDES: 

Down

1d  Please wake up (6)
AROUSE: 

2d  Criminal outfit gutted library in a clumsy manner (6)
GANGLY: 

3d  Ruthless rascal upset gangster with wire (10)
IMPLACABLE: 

4d  There's no hint of composure in pure urgency (5)
HASTE: 

5d  Bombardment's heading to Belarus, by the way? (9)
BROADSIDE: 

6d  Cheap excursion's high point (4)
APEX: 

7d  Clubs with revolting bar sound to the side (8)
CRABWISE: 

8d  Bottle broken by occasionally boozy workers at Wimbledon (4,4)
BALL BOYS: 

13d  Gift expressing Frenchman's drunk remorse (10)
CONTRITION: 

15d  Better than America, Cuba's organised with vote (1,3,5)
A CUT ABOVE: 

16d  Bogus odds: angry fellow's ripped off (8)
SPURIOUS: 

17d  Dissident captivating millions is removed from the air? (8)
HERMETIC: 

19d  Naked relative with bottom out these days (6)
UNCLAD: 

20d  Lots of lions terrified spider (6)
PRIDES: 

23d  Argue Usher's ahead of Prince? Quite the opposite! (5)
PLEAD: 

24d  Old English writer's Globe with a hole for the audience? (4)
BEDE: 

Across: 1 def. = LANGUISH (decline) with L (student) deleted (expelled), 5 BB (books) describing (containing) EAR (taste, discrimination) by CU (copper) = whimsical def. (a young Paddington was a BEAR CUB in Peru), 9 def. = OP (work) containing (clothing) W (with) N (navy) U (uniform), 10 anagram (change) LAWNOLETS = def., 11 SAVE (deliver) + (by) RD (road) contained (engaged) in SALE (selling) = def., 12 BE (live) next to W (wife) reversed (in retirement) = def., 14 anag. (doctor) LAYSOUTCLAIM = def., 18 DBE (Wordsworth was POET LAUREATE) = POE (writer, Edgar Allen) + last letter (close) to perfecT + LATE (delayed) containing (incorporating) UREA (waste material), 21 def. = hidden word (from) in pRIMark, 22 AMERICANGP anagrammed (trained) = def., 25 ON (playing) + THEN (next) + SO reversed (held back) + E (energy) = def., 26 ID (in short, I had) + LED (shown the way) = def. (vb., to fritter or pass time), 27 last letters (finally) of touristS arrivE at (linking word) CRETE (Greek island) = def. (as in hide, conceal), 28 def. = DEN (study) on (positional) DUDES (blokes) without first letter (topless). 

Down: 1 dd. (excite; rise), 2 GANG + no middle letters (gutted) in LibrarY = def., 3 def. = IMP (rascal) + reversed (upset) AL (Capone, gangster) with CABLE (wire), 4 delete (there's no) first letter (hint) of C(omposure) from CHASTE (pure) = def., 5 def. = first letter of (heading to) B(elarus) + ROADSIDE (by the way?), 6 cheAPEXcursion hidden word ('s) = def., 7 C (clubs) with reversed (revolting) BAR + WISE (sound) = def. (moving CRABWISE means moving sideways, or to the side), 8 BALLS (bottle, as in bravery) contained in (broken by) alternate letters (occasionally) of BoOzY = def., 13 CONTRIBUTION (gift) deleting (expressing) BU (French word for drunk, as past participle of boire) = def., 15 def. = A (America) + CUBA is anagrammed (is organised) with VOTE, 16 def. = SP (odds, starting price) + (F)URIOUS (angry) with F (fellow) deleted (ripped off), 17 HERETIC (dissident) containing (captivating) M (millions) = whimsical def. (if something is HERMETIC, it is airtight, hence removed from the air), 19 def. = UNCLE (relative) with last letter (bottom) removed (out) + AD (these days, anno domini), 20 def. = anagram (terrified) of SPIDER, 23 def. = LEAD (usher) below (ahead, but the opposite) P (prince), 24 def. (BEDE was an old English author and chronicler) = BEAD (Globe with a hole) homophone (for the audience). 
	No.
	Solution
	Explanation

	1A
	ANGUISH
	def. = LANGUISH (decline) with L (student) deleted (expelled)

	5A
	BEAR CUB
	BB (books) describing (containing) EAR (taste, discrimination) by CU (copper) = whimsical def. (a young Paddington was a BEAR CUB in Peru)

	9A
	OWN UP
	def. = OP (work) containing (clothing) W (with) N (navy) U (uniform)

	10A
	STONEWALL
	anagram (change) LAWNOLETS = def.

	11A
	SALSA VERDE
	SAVE (deliver) + (by) RD (road) contained (engaged) in SALE (selling) = def.

	12A
	WEB
	BE (live) next to W (wife) reversed (in retirement) = def.

	14A
	CALAMITOUSLY
	anagram (doctor) LAYSOUTCLAIM = def.

	18A
	POET LAUREATE
	DBE (Wordsworth was POET LAUREATE) = POE (writer, Edgar Allen) + last letter (close) to perfecT + LATE (delayed) containing (incorporating) UREA (waste material)

	21A
	RIM
	def. = hidden word (from) in pRIMark

	22A
	CAMPAIGNER
	AMERICANGP anagrammed (trained) = def.

	25A
	ON-THE-NOSE
	ON (playing) + THEN (next) + SO reversed (held back) + E (energy) = def.

	26A
	IDLED
	ID (in short, I had) + LED (shown the way) = def. (vb., to fritter or pass time)

	27A
	SECRETE
	last letters (finally) of touristS arrivE at (linking word) CRETE (Greek island) = def. (as in hide, conceal)

	28A
	DENUDES
	def. = DEN (study) on (positional) DUDES (blokes) without first letter (topless)

	1D
	AROUSE
	double def. (excite; rise)

	2D
	GANGLY
	GANG + no middle letters (gutted) in LibrarY = def.

	3D
	IMPLACABLE
	def. = IMP (rascal) + reversed (upset) AL (Capone, gangster) with CABLE (wire)

	4D
	HASTE
	delete (there's no) first letter (hint) of C(omposure) from CHASTE (pure) = def.

	5D
	BROADSIDE
	def. = first letter of (heading to) B(elarus) + ROADSIDE (by the way?)

	6D
	APEX
	cheAPEXcursion hidden word ('s) = def.

	7D
	CRABWISE
	C (clubs) with reversed (revolting) BAR + WISE (sound) = def. (moving CRABWISE means moving sideways, or to the side)

	8D
	BALL BOYS
	BALLS (bottle, as in bravery) contained in (broken by) alternate letters (occasionally) of BoOzY = def.

	13D
	CONTRITION
	CONTRIBUTION (gift) deleting (expressing) BU (French word for drunk, as past participle of boire) = def.

	15D
	A CUT ABOVE
	def. = A (America) + CUBA is anagrammed ('s organised) with VOTE

	16D
	SPURIOUS
	def. = SP (odds, starting price) + (F)URIOUS (angry) with F (fellow) deleted (ripped off)

	17D
	HERMETIC
	HERETIC (dissident) containing (captivating) M (millions) = whimsical def. (if something is HERMETIC, it is airtight, hence removed from the air)

	19D
	UNCLAD
	def. = UNCLE (relative) with last letter (bottom) removed (out) + AD (these days, anno domini)

	20D
	PRIDES
	def. = anagram (terrified) of SPIDER

	23D
	PLEAD
	def. = LEAD (usher) below (ahead, but the opposite) P (prince)

	24D
	BEDE
	def. (BEDE was an old English author and chronicler) = BEAD (Globe with a hole) homophone (for the audience)


