Across

1a  Shining silver of inferior quality (5)
AGLOW: 

4a  Appropriate Beatles song for singer? (9)
BLACKBIRD: 

9a  Holding daughter coming out of confinement after resistance (9)
RETENTION: 

10a  Measure some amount of fertile returns (5)
LITRE: 

11a  Look lively in chance to produce pamphlet (7)
BOOKLET: 

12a  Gaol revolutionary caused dissension (7)
STIRRED: 

13a  Note part of the contingent went yesterday (6)
TWENTY: 

15a  Appraise again engineers recruiting blockheads? (8)
REASSESS: 

18a  Coastal navigation by explorer arriving ahead of time (8)
CABOTAGE: 

20a  European Commission maze about skin inflammation (6)
ECZEMA: 

23a  Preacher having beer outside station (7)
APOSTLE: 

24a  Predator who can’t be trusted on the phone (7)
CHEETAH: 

26a  Over-large study of time long past (5)
OLDEN: 

27a  Baddie moves closer and German steps in (9)
SCOUNDREL: 

28a  Predictions of film actors in advance? (9)
FORECASTS: 

29a  Half of these clues initially depend on wordplay not supposition (5)
DOWNS: 

Down

1d  Agile vampire, perhaps, one swallowed by a reptile (9)
ACROBATIC: 

2d  Release child’s toy construction from plastic blocks around August-end (3,2)
LET GO: 

3d  Actress secures permit (7)
WINSLET: 

4d  Intensive campaign surrounding new Jewish pancake (6)
BLINTZ: 

5d  Misguided ideas around wildebeest forming part of the service (5,3)
AGNUS DEI: 

6d  Victoria’s sheepdogs search around current place when upset (7)
KELPIES: 

7d  Step in to bury grain, reportedly (9)
INTERCEDE: 

8d  Fear of slippery adder (5)
DREAD: 

14d  English doctor, French king and the German jazz up (9)
EMBROIDER: 

16d  Conches on the shore she sells, according to Spooner (9)
SEASHELLS: 

17d  See gross frenzied female cannibals? (8)
OGRESSES: 

19d  Oberon’s wife downgraded at end of film (7)
TITANIC: 

21d  Slim within a month to turn purified (7)
CLEANED: 

22d  Advanced and hybrid unlike this type (6)
ACROSS: 

23d  One nincompoop from the south is not friendly (5)
ALOOF: 

25d  Cast dice to lose a contest deliberately taking bribe? (5)
THROW: 

Across

1a
Shining silver of inferior quality (5)
AGLOW:
( Charade of AG (silver) and LOW (of inferior quality) )
4a
Appropriate Beatles song for singer? (9)
BLACKBIRD:
( Double definition )

9a
Holding daughter coming out of confinement after resistance (9)
RETENTION:    ( [D]ETENTION) (daughter coming out of confinement) preceded by (after) R (resistance) )
10a
Measure some amount of fertile returns (5)

LITRE: 

( Hidden inside (some amount of) [F]ERTIL[E] in reversed fashion (returns) )

11a
Look lively in chance to produce pamphlet (7)
BOOKLET: 
( Anagram (lively) of LOOK inside (in) BET (chance) )

12a
Gaol revolutionary caused dissension (7) 

STIRRED: 
( Charade of GAOL (prison) and RED (revolutionary) )

13a
Note part of the contingent went yesterday (6) 

TWENTY: 
( Hidden inside (part of the) [CONTINGEN]T WENT Y[ESTERDAY] )
15a
Appraise again engineers recruiting blockheads? (8)
REASSESS: 
( RES (engineers) taking in (recruiting) ASSES (stupid fellows) )
18a
Coastal navigation by explorer arriving ahead of time (8)
CABOTAGE: 
( CABOT (explorer) placed before (arriving before) AGE (time) as a charade )
20a
European Commission maze about skin inflammation (6)
ECZEMA
( EC (European Commission) followed by an anagram (about) of MAZE) )
23a
Preacher having beer outside station (7)
APOSTLE: 
( ALE (beer) outside POST (station) )

24a
Predator who can’t be trusted on the phone (7)
CHEETAH: 
( Homophone (on the phone) of CHEATER (who can’t be trusted) )

26a
Over-large study of time long past (5)

OLDEN: 
( Charade of O (over), L (large) and DEN (study) )

27a
Baddie moves closer and German steps in (9)

SCOUNDREL: ( Anagram (moves) of CLOSER having UND (and) as ‘and’ in German going inside (steps in) )

28a
Predictions of film actors in advance? (9)

FORECASTS: 
( FORE (PRE-) CASTS (film actors in advance) )

29a
Half of these clues initially depend on wordplay not supposition (5)

DOWNS:
( First letters (initially) of D[EPEND] O[N] W[ORDPLAY] N[OT] S[UPPOSITION] )
Down

1d
Agile vampire, perhaps, one swallowed by a reptile (9)

ACROBATIC: 
( BAT (vampire, perhaps) and A (one) taken inside (swallowed) by A from the clue and CROC (reptile) )

2d
Release child’s toy construction from plastic blocks around August-end (3,2)
LET GO:            ( LEGO (child’s toy construction from plastic blocks) placed about (around) the end-letter for [AUGUS]T )
3d
Actress secures permit (7)
WINSLET: 
( Charade of WINS (secures) and LET (permit) )

4d
Intensive campaign surrounding new Jewish pancake (6)
BLINTZ: 
( BLITZ (intensive campaign) around (surrounding) N (new) )
5d
Misguided ideas around wildebeest forming part of the service (5,3)
AGNUS DEI:
( Anagram (misguided) of IDEAS placed about (around) GNU (wildebeest) )

6d
Victoria’s sheepdogs search around current place when upset (7)

KELPIES: 
( SEEK (search) placed about (around) a combo of I (current) and PL (place) when all

 goes up (upset) as reversal in down clue )
7d
Step in to bury grain, reportedly (9)

INTERCEDE: 
( Charade of INTER (to bury) and a homophone (reportedly) of SEED (grain) )
8d
Fear of slippery adder (5)

DREAD: 
( Anagram (slippery) of ADDER )

14d
English doctor, French king and the German jazz up (9)
EMBROIDER: 
( Charade of E (English), MB (doctor), ROI (French king) and DER (the German) ) 

16d
Conches on the shore she sells, according to Spooner (9)
SEASHELLS: 
( She sells subject to an utterance of Spooner (according to Spooner) )

17d
See gross frenzied female cannibals? (8)
OGRESSES: 
( Anagram (frenzied) of SEE GROSS )
19d
Oberon’s wife downgraded at end of film (7)

TITANIC: 
( TITANI[A] (Oberon’s wife) with last letter [A] (at end) replaced by C (downgraded) )
21d
Slim within a month to turn purified (7)
CLEANED: 
( LEAN (slim) inside (within) DEC (a month) in reverse order (to turn) )



22d
Advanced and hybrid unlike this type (6)

ACROSS: 
( Charade of A (advanced) and CROSS (hybrid) )






23d
One nincompoop from the south is not friendly (5)
ALOOF: 
( A (one) and FOOL (nincompoop) going up (from the south) as reversal in down clue) )
25d
Cast dice to lose a contest deliberately taking bribe? (5)
THROW: 
( Double definition )

