Across

1a  Déagol swimming as way to go (3,3)
OLD AGE: 

4a  Talks from the heart of misty mountain tops (6)
SPEAKS: 

8a  Burping noise filling part of building (7)
WINDING: 

9a  Opportunities to reflect? (7)
MIRRORS: 

11a  Crudest gag shocked company for dessert? (3,7)
EGG CUSTARD: 

12a  Gent found as March ends and April begins&nbsp; (4)
CHAP: 

13a  Fly from Malta to Italy alongside daughter, finally ending voyage (5)
MIDGE: 

14a  Get inside to her so as to be united (8)
TOGETHER: 

16a  Property assumptions (8)
PREMISES: 

18a  Largely humble ways of operating (5)
MODES: 

20a  Agitate takeaway from dodgy stairway (4)
STIR: 

21a  Loud then delicate, track has an airy trajectory (6,4)
FLIGHT PATH: 

23a  Malfunctioning tie and belt: no change needed (3,2,2)
LET IT BE: 

24a  Withdraw again to indulge (7)
RETREAT: 

25a  Müller downsizes for period of time (6)
SUMMER: 

26a  Inventor of “on-side” playing (6)
EDISON: 

Down

1d  In debt, leave capital of Russia, arguing (5)
OWING: 

2d  Figured out action: eating mostly duck (7)
DEDUCED: 

3d  German with anxiety occasionally yearns for Peaky Blinders? (9)
GANGSTERS: 

5d  Continued to supply priest and deceived (5)
PLIED: 

6d  Deviously, I rat cop to stoned one? (7)
APRICOT: 

7d  Aurora Borealis features as seen on Twitch (9)
STREAMERS: 

10d  Pop’s endless mark of approval - “Brilliant!” (9)
FANTASTIC: 

13d  Mess around tiler working for no point (9)
MERITLESS: 

15d  Ivory defender? (9)
GUMSHIELD: 

17d  During roam, six ramblers recalled Karl’s idea (7)
MARXISM: 

19d  Leaves short on cash, northbound without a penny (7)
DEPARTS: 

21d  Lie about part of healthy diet (5)
FIBRE: 

22d  Improve strength through extra innings (5)
TRAIN: 

Across: 1 (DEAGOL)* swimming, 4 [mis]S[ty] + PEAKS, 8 WIN{DIN}G, 9 CD, 11 (CRUDESTGAG)* shocked, 12 Hidden marCHAPril, 13 M + I + D + [endin]G + [voyag]E, 14 TO{GET}HER, 16 DD, 18 MODES[T], 20 (ST[A]IR[WAY])* dodgy, 21 F + LIGHT + PATH, 23 (TIEBELT)* Malfunctioning, 24 RE + TREAT, 25 (S<M)U(M<L)(M<L)ER, 26 (ONSIDE]* playing. 

Down: 1 [R]OWING, 2 DE{DUC[K]}ED, 3 G + ANGST + [y]E[a]R[n]S, 5 P + LIED, 6 (IRATCOP)* deviously, 7 DD, 10 FANTAS + TIC[K], 13 ME{TILER}*SS working, 15 CD, 17 Hidden reversal roaMSIXRAMblers<, 19 Reversal STRA[P]PED<, 21 FIB + RE, 22 Hidden exTRAINnings. 
