Across

1a  No sex in interminable performance with heavyweight in charge (8)
PLATONIC: 

5a  Fish drifting off? (6)
KIPPER: 

10a  You must be joking, Yank - not this? (4,3,5,3)
PULL THE OTHER ONE: 

11a  Return to court after upsetting scripture lesson inside (7)
RETRIAL: 

12a  In gaols, when nothing replaces right, killers emerge (7)
POISONS: 

13a  Say, Sherlock's wordplay is plain stuff (8)
HOMESPUN: 

15a  Alter a mark of fate (5)
KARMA: 

18a  Ray located back in fire sale (5)
LASER: 

20a  Cure for foolish adoration? (8)
ANTIDOTE: 

23a  Deluded thinking is wonderful (7)
MAGICAL: 

25a  Captivate Parisian in love (7)
ENAMOUR: 

26a  It's chaotic everywhere (3,4,3,5)
ALL OVER THE PLACE: 

27a  No leader for Troubles - find alternatives (6)
OTHERS: 

28a  Verona's hard drug (8)
IRONWEED: 

Down

1d  US dad and little Arthur make bold movement (3,3)
POP ART: 

2d  Spilled nut oils with blood on top get a clean-up (9)
ABLUTIONS: 

3d  Where to find those lacking convictions? (7)
OUTSIDE: 

4d  Brainwave by student is best, in theory (5)
IDEAL: 

6d  Controversial US group to select a sharp tool (3,4)
ICE PICK: 

7d  Dance with nothing on for publicity (5)
PROMO: 

8d  Confused hero, stuck on a bit of data, gets dimmer (8)
RHEOSTAT: 

9d  Not quite set point, get a move on (4,2,2)
STEP ON IT: 

14d  Oyster hunters taking tumbles, apparently (8)
PEARLERS: 

16d  Reasons to restrict the availability of beer (9)
RATIONALE: 

17d  Climber, last of group with acute back pain (8)
PLUMBAGO: 

19d  Paint again, get better (7)
RECOVER: 

21d  Numb before scan, keeping a straight face (7)
DEADPAN: 

22d  China has Fred in confusion? (6)
FRIEND: 

24d  Gorge rising, pull on chain (5)
GULCH: 

25d  Mythical stuff found in Soviet heresy (5)
ETHER: 

Faz puzzle 17, for Rookie Corner
ACROSS
1. No sex in interminable performance with heavyweight in charge
PLATONIC :  PLA (play (performance) lacking last letter (interminable)), TON (heavyweight), IC (in charge)

5.      Fish drifting off?
KIPPER : cryptic definition (kip = sleep)

10.
You must be joking, Yank - not this?

PULL THE OTHER ONE :  PULL (Yank), THE OTHER ONE (not this)

11.
Return to court after upsetting scripture lesson inside

RETRIAL :  LATER reversed (after upsetting), containing RI (scripture lesson)

12.
In gaols, when nothing replaces right, killers emerge

POISONS :  PRISONS (gaols) with O (nothing) replacing R (right)

13.
Say, Sherlock's wordplay is plain stuff

HOMESPUN :  HOMES (homophone, (Sherlock) HOLMES), PUN = wordplay

15.
Alter a mark of fate

KARMA :  anagram (alter) of A MARK

18.
Ray located back in fire sale

LASER :  hidden (located), reversal (back)

20.
Cure for foolish adoration?

ANTIDOTE :  sort of cryptic definition – ANTI = cure/solution, DOTE (foolish adoration)

23.
Deluded thinking is wonderful

MAGICAL :  Double definition

25.
Captivate Parisian in love

ENAMOUR :  French translation of ‘in love’

26.
It’s chaotic everywhere

ALL OVER THE PLACE :  double definition

27.
No leader for Troubles - find alternatives

OTHERS :  removing the first letter (no leader) of Troubles

28.
Verona’s hard drug

IRONWEED :  IRON (hard), WEED (drug)

DOWN
1. US dad and little Arthur make bold movement

POP ART :  POP (US dad), ART (diminutive (little) of Arthur)

2. Spilled nut oils with blood on top get a clean-up
ABLUTIONS :  anagram (spilled) of nut oils, with AB (blood type) at the start

3. Where to find those lacking convictions?
OUTSIDE :  cryptic definition, ie. ‘not in prison’

4. Brainwave by student is best, in theory
IDEAL :  IDEA (brainwave), and L (student)

5. Controversial US group to select a sharp tool
ICE PICK :  ICE (controversial US group) PICK (to select)

7.
Dance with nothing on for publicity

PROMO :  PROM (dance) with O (nothing) attached (on)

8.
Confused hero, stuck on a bit of data, gets dimmer

RHEOSTAT :  anagram (confused) of hero, with STAT (a bit of data)

9.
Not quite set point, get a move on

STEP ON IT :  anagram (not quite) of set point

14.
Oyster hunters taking tumbles, apparently

PEARLERS :  homophone of purlers (tumbles)

16.
Reasons to restrict the availability of beer

RATIONALE :  RATION (restrict the availability), ALE (beer)

17.
Climber, last of group with acute back pain

PLUMBAGO :  last letter of group, and LUMBAGO, acute back pain

19.
Paint again, get better

RECOVER :  double definition

21.
Numb before scan, keeping a straight face

DEADPAN :  DEAD (numb), and PAN (scan)

22.
China has Fred in confusion?

FRIEND :  anagram (confusion) of FRED IN

24.
Gorge rising, pull on chain

GULCH :  reversal (rising) of LUG (pull), with CH (chain)

25.
Mythical stuff found in Soviet heresy

ETHER :  hidden

